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Zoning 

Rezoning Applications More than Double since Last Year 

Rezonings, or zoning map amendment applications, have 

more than doubled since last year. Map amendments 

involve changing a property’s land use and includes the 

development or redevelopment of the property. They 

often prove to be more controversial than variances or 

special use permits because the request is a change to 

the status quo of the surrounding area. This year’s rezon-

ings have included requests to operate a dance studio, 

several storage rental facilities, a landscape business, a 

bar, and a retail gun shop. Two (2) larger residential sub-

divisions, just east of Edwardsville, were also proposed. 

One involved 1/3 acre lots adjacent to 2-acre lots and 

was denied. The other was less dense, but was with-

drawn by the applicant due to design and layout issues.     

Overall the department has processed thirty-nine (39) 

zoning hearings for the year. This number has been drop-

ping for several years as a result of adjustments to the 

zoning code by allowing more requests by-right without 

requiring a hearing. The changes to the code accounted 

for common sense proposals that were almost never 

controversial and likely approved with few exceptions. As 

a result, with the removal of the less controversial appli-

cations, most of the hearings that are now presented to 

the Zoning Board of Appeals and P&D Committee are 

generally more difficult to work through and require a 

greater amount of scrutiny. Over the last several months, 

the P&D Committee has had extended meetings and 

often postponed a decision until more information is pro-

vided.  The ZBA and P&D Committee rely on public input, 

the comprehensive plan, neighborhood character, poten-

tial negative impacts to surrounding properties, and the 

overall merit of a proposal to make decisions.      

Public input is a major component of the zoning process. 

By statute, the P&D Department is required to publish 

the hearing notice in the newspaper, send letters to 

neighboring property owners, and post a sign with the 

hearing notice on the property to notify the public of an 

upcoming hearing. The Zoning Board of Appeals holds on

-site zoning hearings so that interested neighbors and 

nearby property owners can conveniently attend. On-site 

hearings are unique with very few examples (if any) 

across the county. While there are drawbacks, such as 

inclement weather, it gives the opportunity for the Zon-

ing Board members to view the property and see poten-

tial impacts firsthand, and it seems to be more conven-

ient for neighbors who want to attend a hearing.  

Heavenly Rhythm Dance Studio was approved for a 

map amendment in May to rezone “A” Agriculture to 

“B-2” General Business District to operate a dance 

school for area youth. They broke ground on July 7th. 



The Planning & Development Department saw an increase in the number of building permits and customer service 

interactions in both monthly and year-to-date figures compared to last year.  The department issued 130 building per-

mits last month, compared to 94 in July 2016, which is a 28% increase from last year.  Moreover, the total year-to-

date number of building permits issued has increased by 23%, with 879 this year compared to 675 by the end of July 

last year.  The majority of permits issued so far this year have been roof, 

residential, plumbing, and electrical upgrade permits.  As reported in the 

Spring, roof permits have greatly increased as a result of the hails storm 

earlier this year.  P&D has issued 184 permits to day, which is an 86% in-

crease from last year.  The number of phone calls and walk-ins received 

by the P&D Department have continued to rise this year when compared 

to last year. Staff received 1,087 phone calls and 354 walk-ins, bringing 

the year-to-date totals to 6,957 phone calls and 2,357 walk-ins.  Last 

year, staff received 765 phone calls and 246 walk-ins in July, with a total 

of 6,200 phone calls and 2,187 walk-ins year-to-date through the end of 

July.  This is an increase of 11% for the year. 

Increases in Building Permits, Phone Calls, and Walk-ins seen in July 

Customer Service 

Resource Education 

Resource Education Program Set for Changes 

Walk-ins & Phone Calls in July 

2016 vs. 2017 

The 2017-2018 school year marks the 28th anniversary of 

the Madison County Resource Education Program, for-

merly known as the Green Schools Program. The change 

in title is accompanied by some exciting improvements in 

programming, designed to meet the shifting needs of the 

Madison County community and participating educators. 

Foremost among these changes is the introduction of 

signature curriculum for local schools. The curriculum 

focuses on three main areas of study: Madison County 

ecology, waste reduction and diversion, and manage-

ment of air, land, and water.  

Lessons have been developed or adapted by program 

coordinator Eve Drueke, who holds a Master’s Degree in 

Curriculum and Instruction. Over the summer, Drueke 

met with teachers, administrators, and parents to best 

determine the educational needs of local schools and 

students. What resulted is a set of ready-to-use learning 

activities that allow teachers to deepen their students’ 

understanding of waste management and land steward-

ship, as well as provide a greater context for the pro-

gram’s traditional recycling and collection programs. All 

lesson plans offered by the Madison County Resource 

Education Program are aligned to state and national 

learning standards.  

With the introduction of its curriculum offerings, the Re-

source Education Program aims to increase participation 

in program activities and initiatives this school year. Ad-

ditionally, the Resource Education Program will begin 

increasing community outreach efforts with the Fall pub-

lication of “Madison County Kids Outdoor Adventure 

Guide,” a publication aimed at encouraging local children 

and families to explore the county’s many opportunities 

for active and passive outdoor recreation.  



Recycling & Resource Management 

“OneSTL - Many Communities. One Future.,” a plan developed by the East-West Gateway Council of Govern-

ments, provides a regional framework for development that citizens, non-profit organizations, businesses, and 

local governments can use to make better use of resources and better meet the aspirations and needs of resi-

dents.  

The plan includes a vision, goals, and objectives that outline what the people of St. Louis want for the future of 

the region, as well as strategies, tools, and resources for achieving that vision. The plan also includes a variety of 

indicators to measure progress. As partners throughout the region use the plan to work to improve their commu-

nities, they will be able to update it based on what they have learned.  

The revision process began at the OneSTL Sustainability Summit that took place in April 2017. During the second 

day of the Summit, 124 representatives from 88 different organizations divided into seven (7) working groups — 

Land Use and Community Development, Water and Green Infrastructure, Materials and Recycling, Energy and 

Emissions, Transportation, Biodiversity, and Food — to discuss and begin drafting updated metrics for the region. 

Planning & Development staff were involved with the coordination of the Materials and Recycling working group.  

The Materials and Recycling metric went through a variety of revisions based on feedback of members in the 

group, as well as from members of other working groups. By the end of the day, the group submitted a working 

draft of the metric that stated the goal of “[reducing] the tonnage of material going to landfills from our waste-

shed by 30% by 2030 over 2015 baseline.” The draft will continue to go through revisions and be finalized by ear-

ly 2018. In the interim, a Materials and Recycling Advisory Board was formed to build the foundation and move 

the work forward. Madison County staff are also part of that Advisory Board and ensuing tasks.  

Aaron Young, Sustainability Planning Manager for East-West 

Gateway Council of Governments, commented on the work 

being done by Madison County Planning & Development, say-

ing, “During my entire tenure working on OneSTL, we've 

looked to projects and programs initiated by Madison County's 

Department of Planning & Development as examples of how a 

county government can impact the safety and well-being of its 

residents. Over the past couple of years, the Department's 

staff has been invaluable at sharing their knowledge, expertise, 

and guidance on our regional efforts.”  

To explore the OneSTL plan and toolkit or learn how you can 

get involved, visit their website at http://www.onestl.org/.  

Planning & Development Staff Participate in OneSTL 

Regional Plan Updates for Solid Waste 

A group works on creating SMART Goals at the OneSTL  

Sustainability Summit 

http://www.onestl.org/


The Planning & Development Department recently cre-

ated a stormwater best practices brochure for home-

owners.  The brochure provides a general overview of 

how the built environment and the natural drainage sys-

tem work together and tips to support clean water and 

prevent flooding. The brochures will be available at the 

P&D office and will be shared with municipalities and 

townships.      

Public education and outreach is one of the required 

control measures for the countywide MS4 Co-Permittee 

program. The P&D Department heads up the program, 

which is a partnership among 26 municipalities and 

townships and endeavors to meet the six (6) minimum 

control measures required by the EPA. In order to meet 

the requirements, P&D staff provides technical assis-

tance to municipalities and townships in order to remain 

in compliance with federal standards.  

Overall, the Planning & Development staff has been 

ramping up public engagement efforts in order to meet 

federal and state requirements for outreach across sev-

eral programs. In addition to the MS4 program, outreach 

is required for private sewage, solid waste, recycling and 

resource management, and resource education pro-

grams. Public outreach is also a best practice for land 

use, zoning, building permit, and code enforcement is-

sues. By making the public aware of best practices in 

these areas, they will be equipped to avoid detrimental 

impacts on their neighbors’ properties.  
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Stormwater Best Practices Brochure Created for Homeowners 


